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1.0 PURPOSE
To identify the College of Paramedics of Manitoba's parameters regarding English
Language proficiency and outline the process for an applicant who speaks English as an
additional language to prove their ability to listen, speak, read, and write English to
practice paramedicine in the Province of Manitoba.

2.0  DEFINITIONS
First Language — the language learned and spoken from birth.

Approved Course of Paramedical Study — Approved by CPMB Council if a Manitoba-
based Course or is accredited in Canada and reviewed/approved by the Coordinator of
Standards & Education if not a Manitoba Course.

Combined Test Results — a result on an accepted language test that consists of a
combination of component scores from two or more sittings of the test or components
of the test (Language Proficiency Testing Regulation definition).

COPR - Canadian Organization of Paramedic Regulators

3.0 POLICY
3.1 An applicant will be deemed to be proficient in the English language if:

3.1.1  They attest that English is their first language, or

3.1.2 They have successfully completed an approved course of paramedical
study completely delivered and evaluated in English.

3.1.3  The applicant has successfully completed an English COPR Paramedic
entry-to-practice examination at the level they are applying for
registration at within the previous 24 months.

3.2 If an applicant’s first language is another language, English proficiency testing is
not required if:

3.2.1 The official language where the applicant lives and works is English, or
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3.6

3.2.2 The applicant can show evidence that the applicant has safely practiced
paramedicine within the last two years and the official language in that
practice was English.

If neither of the determinants in 3.2.1 or 3.2.2 are applicable, the applicant must
access an approved English Language Proficiency Assessment and meet the
minimum test scores indicated in the table below.

The English Language Proficiency Assessment must be no older than 2 years at the
time of submission to CPMB as part of the most current application for licensure
by a specific applicant.

3.4.1 Combined test results are acceptable under parameters set by the testing
agency

3.4.2 Retesting will not be required if test results expire after submission of the
application

Regardless of any provisions above, if spoken or written communication between
the applicant and college staff indicates to college staff that the applicant does not
appear to be sufficiently proficient in English, the applicant can be directed to
complete an approved English Language assessment test.

Approved English Language Assessments are:
3.6.1 Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFEL)

3.6.2 International English Language Testing System Academic and/or General
(IELTS)

3.6.3 Canadian Academic English Language (CAEL)
3.6.4 Canadian Language Benchmark (CLB)

3.6.5 Canadian English Language Proficiency Index Program (CELPIP) General
Test (Preferred)
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3.7  The applicant must attain the pass marks specified in the chart below:

Test of International Canadian Canadian Canadian
English as a | English Language Academic Language English
Foreign Testing System English Benchmark Language
Language (IELTS) Academic Language (CLB) Proficiency
(TOEFL) and/or General (CAEL) Index
Program
CELPIP
Listening 24 Listening 7 Listening 80 Listening 9 Listening 9
Speaking 24 Speaking 7 Speaking 70 Speaking 8 Speaking 8
Reading 22 Reading 7 Reading 70 Reading 8 Reading 8
Writing 20 Writing 7 Writing 70 Writing 8 Writing 8
Overall 90 Overall 70 Overall 8 Overall 8

3.8 The applicant is responsible for paying the costs of the English Language
Proficiency Assessment.

3.9 Documentation of results must be provided to the College of Paramedics of
Manitoba through the application process.

40  COMPLIANCE MONITORING:

All applications and related documentation are maintained and may be audited in
regulatory software.




